58                             GORING

The people suffered as never before, and " the
nationalists made use of this suffering to strengthen their
own position, Vehm murder bands murdered demo-
cratic ministers without the republic making any real,
stand against it. Such a man as Rathenau, whom
Germany had to thank for more than words can tell,
was basely murdered from an ambush.

Nor did Goring mourn over Rathenau. He was
delighted at the Free Corps, in which the old spirit
of the old soldier from the country-side came to life
again. He was not fitted to be a civilian. And there-
fore he had to be there when soldiers gathered together
again, whether lawfully or not; his own calling was
there, there he found his place and his future.

* Life is a struggle,' and for him the struggle meant
weapons. These Free Corps men had weapons3 and
so one fine day they would have the power.

At the beginning of February 1923 Goring married
Carin Kantzow in Munich. Of money they had more
than enough. Now he had to find out which among
the armed Free Corps and private armies held out
the greatest hopes in the future; in it the former
captain would try to get a leading post for himself.
With the money which was at his disposal in the
bankrupt Germany of the inflation he was a power to
reckon with.

Already his marriage was being used to knit fresh
connections. Old flying comrades and soldiers had
been invited. The young airman von Kockeritz in a
speech at table expressed his admiration of Goring,
who had grown rich under inflation. " That's what we
always said: our Goring will go further than we others."

Major Bodenschatz also toasted Goring and hoped